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Katherine Baicker and Amitabh Chandra, “Medicare Spending, The Physician Workforce, And 
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Medicare Spending per Capita in the 

United States, by Hospital Referral Region, 

2003 
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Medicare Spending During Inpatient 
Hospitalizations per Decedent in the Last Two 
Years of Life Among Patients with At Least 
One of Nine Chronic Conditions 

Source: Dartmouth Atlas



What can account for the 

four-fold variation in 

spending we see among 

hospitals and regions? 

It isn’t price



Maybe the variation in 

spending we see among 

hospitals and regions is due 

to variation in illness. 

“Our patients are sicker”



Relationship Between the Prevalence of Severe 

Chronic Illness and Medicare Parts A and B 

Reimbursements per Enrollee (2000-01)

Source: Dartmouth Atlas
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