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36 million people live in California

Largest population in the U.S.

Equivalent to 22 U.S. states 
combined



18 million 
people in the 
LA Metropolitan 
area

7 million people 
in the SF Bay 
Area



San Joaquin 
Valley

Source: California Department of Finance, Demograph ic 
Research Unit, Public Policy Institute of Californi a. (2007)
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San Joaquin County

California’s San Joaquin Valley: 
8 Counties

3.92 million people as of 2007



Source: California Department of Finance, Demograph ic Research Unit, Great Valley Center, (2007)

San Joaquin Valley Population to increase to 9.4 mi llion. 
Up 139% by 2050.   Fastest growing in the state.

The equivalent of ten new Fresnos.



Why is the region growing?
Coastal Housing Costs are one reason

Median Single Family Home Sale Price (November 2007 ) 

SF Bay Area   $ 675,000 

California $ 410,990 

San Joaquin Valley  $ 285,720 to 330,000
Source: California Building Industry Association



Even though there is 
currently housing 

insecurity

Source: California Building Industry Association



What is 
causing 
population 
growth in the 
Valley?

Rapid 
immigration 
is one
reason 

Tend to have 
lower 
education and 
incomes

Foreign Migration by Subregion to the San 
Joaquin Valley has been concentrated 

between Madera and Kern Counties

Source: Hans Johnson, Public Policy Institute of California; US Census Bureau



1 in 4 residents born 
in foreign country
South San Joaquin  Valley is top destination 
for foreign immigrants to the region.

Source: Public Policy Institute of California analysis of 2000 US Census (2004)



Top countries of origin for the San Joaquin Valley

Source: Public Policy Institute of California analysis of 2000 US Census (2004)

Statewide, by comparison, immigrants from 
Mexico account for 43% of foreign migrants. 



What is causing growth:?
The Valley is younger and 35% are under age 20. 

This is 5% higher than the state average. 

Source: Public Policy Institute of California analysis of 2000 US Census (2004)

San Joaquin Valley Age Pyramid 



Meanwhile, the San Joaquin Valley is facing 
an out-migration of skilled workers 

College 
Graduates as 
share of each 
County’s 
population

Source: US Census Bureau (2000), 
Public Policy Institute of California



Valley has high percentage of kids under 
18 living in poverty: 26%

Poverty 
Rate by 
County

San Joaquin Valley  26%

California                  17%

United States            20%

Source: US Census Bureau, 2000. 
KIDSCOUNT Survey, Casey Foundation.  

Share of children under age 18 who live in 
families with incomes below the U.S. 
poverty threshold, as defined by the U.S. 
Office of Management and Budget

Very High (20+)
High (15-19.9)
Moderate (10-14.9)
Low (<10)

Child



Valley’ s child population 
is diversifying rapidly



Unemployment Rate by Percentage

Source: EDD



Valley Per Capita Income Trails the State: 
(100 = State Average for Per Capita Income)
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20% of Central Valley jobs directly or 
indirectly depend on agriculture

Source: Economic Development Dept., 2004



This growth 
has significant 
implications 
for how and 
where the 
Valley’s 
communities 
and services 
will be



Acres of Land in Agricultural Production by 
County declining gradually

Source: California Dept. of Food and Agriculture



Number of Days that exceed 
state standards for ozone

Source: California Air Resources Board, Photo: Fresno Bee

Downtown Fresno and the Sierra Nevada 

obscured by smog



Percentage of Population in San Joaquin Valley 
and California reporting they or a family member 
have Asthma   (2003, 2006 and 2007)

Source: Public Policy Institute of California/Great  Valley Center Central Valley Survey 
(2003, 2006 and 2007); Statewide Survey 2007.



AIR QUALITY

LAND USE AND 
HOUSING

K-12 EDUCATION

TRANSPORTATION

WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY 
AND RELIABILITY; 

ENERGY

HEALTH & HUMAN 
SERVICES

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

HIGHER EDUCATION AND 
WORKFORCE

DEVELOPMENT

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT



•28% of US residents 
lack a bank account

•11% of Californians 
lack a checking 
account

• 47% of Californians 
do not have a 
savings account

Source: California Reinvestment Coalition, Bank Financing of 
Check Cashers and Payday Lenders in California, March 
2005. State of California Bank on California Program.

Percentage without Basic Bank 
Accounts By Race and Ethnicity in 
California

Latino Households: 24%

African American Households: 21%

White: 4%



Various Asset Building Programs Exist

• Earned Assets Resource Network (EARN)

Bay Area nonprofit offers matched saving programs that inlcude
money management training, access to financial services, and 
401k-like matched accounts. www.sfearn.org

• Bank on California 

First in the nation state program will market starter accounts

• Policy awareness on asset building: New America Foundation



More than 1 million San 
Joaquin Valley residents 
(16%) live in unincorporated 
areas outside of cities.

Rural Differences

Source: California Department of Finance; IDEAL Alumni 

Some small communities without banks:

• Allensworth
• Terra Bella
• Strathmore
• Tonyville
• Plainview
• Poplar
• Deflt Colony
• London
• Cutler/Orosi
• Sultana
• Ivanhoe



An observer’s 
perspective from 
Pixley, California

• Most farm laborers paid with checks 
that are cashed at convenience stores 
which charge a percentage fee based 
on amount of the check

• Those who bank must travel 10 to 20 
miles away

• Freestanding ATMs are located at 
gas stations which charge a user fee.

• Money transfers are done by Western 
Union and is frequently busy. 



Other Differences

Education and 
Language Skills



Other Differences

Cultural 
Preferences & 
Family Structure



Other Differences

Institutional Phobia



Final Thought

Instead of thinking about how to 
get others to adopt our systems…



Final Thought

We might consider how to adopt our 
systems to meet the needs of others.
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