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EXECUTIVE ORDER

Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Colorado

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 2 of the Colorado Constitution and the authority vested in
the Office of the Governor of the State of Colorado, 1, Bill Ritter, Jr., Governor of the State of
Colorado, hereby issue this Executive Order declaring the state’s greenhouse gas reduction goals,
directing the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (“CDPHE”) to develop
regulations mandating the reporting of greenhouse gas emissions for major emitters, requesting
the Public Utilities Commission to require utilities to submit electric resource plans for meeting
greenhouse gas reduction goals, and directing CDPHE to propose, after a full vetting process and
within 24 months, regulations requiring reduced greenhouse gas emissions from passenger motor
vehicles.

I Backeround and Need

Scientists tell us that to head off disruptions to our economy, environment and society by the
second half of this century, we must reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80% below
2005 levels by 2050. Many sectors of Colorado’s economy, including agriculture, recreation,
skiing, and tourism, could experience significant changes and impacts if emissions are not
reduced. Because long term planning to address climate change is essential, this Executive
Order establishes a goal of achieving an 80% reduction from 2005 levels by 2050. To meet this
long term goal, we must first strive toward an interim goal, and this Executive Order establishes
a goal of a 20% reduction from 20035 levels by 2020.

To achieve even our interim goal as efficiently as possible, we must have accurate data regarding
the sources of greenhouse gas emissions within the state. Colorado, together with 38 other
states, seven Canadian provinces, six Mexican states, and three tribal nations, has joined The
Climate Registry, a voluntary greenhouse gas emissions reporting system. This voluntary
registry provides a mechanism through which businesses, state agencies, local governments, and
others can measure and report their greenhouse gas emissions. This voluntary system, however,
will not provide the comprehensive data necessary to enable policy makers and business leaders
to determine how best to meet our state’s emissions reduction goal. This Executive Order directs
CDPHE to draft, within 18-24 months, regulations to mandate reporting of greenhouse gas
emissions from major sources. :






