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Panelist Biographies 

 

Zachary Abuza 

 

Zachary Abuza, Professor of Political Science at Simmons College, Boston, specializes in 

Southeast Asian politics and security issues. He is a graduate of Trinity College and 

received his MALD and PHD from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. He is the 

author of Muslims, Politics and Violence in Indonesia (Routledge, 2006), Conspiracy of 

Silence: The Insurgency in Southern Thailand and its Implications for Southeast Asian 

Security (US Institute of Peace, 2008), Militant Islam in Southeast Asia (Lynne Rienner, 

2003) and Renovating Politics in Contemporary Vietnam (Lynne Rienner, 2001). A study 

of Jemaah Islamiyah's overt strategy of engaging in social welfare and charitable works, 

"Jemaah Islamiyah and the Inverse Triangle," is due to be published by Middle East 

Quarterly in 2008. He has completed a chapter on the disengagement and rehabilitation 

of terrorist suspects in Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia, that will be published in a 

forthcoming book, Walking Away from Terrorism: Accounts of Disengagement from 

Radical and Extremist Movements, edited by John Horgan. He is currently finishing a 

major study of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, which was supported by the United 

States Institute of Peace and the Smith Richardson Foundation.  

 

Abdel Bari Atwan 

 

Abdel Bari Atwan has been Editor in Chief of Al-Quds Al-Arabi, one of the world’s 

leading daily Arabic newspapers, since its foundation in 1989. Born in a Palestinian 

refugee camp during early years of Israeli occupation, his childhood years were spent in 

Palestine followed by study at University in Egypt, before moving to London in 1978 

where he completed his Masters at SOAS (School of Oriental and African Studies). As a 

journalist, writer and commentator, he is one of the world’s leading experts on Middle 

Eastern current affairs. In 1996 he interviewed Osama bin Laden over the course of two 

days in Afghanistan. He is a media consultant on Middle Eastern affairs to all major 

networks, as well as regularly contributing to leading British newspapers and current 

affairs magazines. He is the author of The Secret History of Al–Qa’ida (2006) and 

numerous published studies on Middle East affairs. 
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Ken Ballen 

 

Ken Ballen is President of Terror Free Tomorrow: The Center for Public Opinion, a non-

partisan, not-for-profit, which conducts public opinion polling and research on the causes 

and responses to extremism worldwide.  Ken has spent more than 20 years on the 

frontlines in law enforcement, international relations, intelligence oversight and 

congressional investigations. As a federal prosecutor, Ken successfully prosecuted 

international terrorists. Ken also prosecuted major figures in organized crime, 

international narcotics and one of the first cases in the United States involving illegal 

financing for Middle Eastern terrorists. Ken served as Counsel to the House Iran-Contra 

Committee under Chairman Lee Hamilton, where he was a lead investigator responsible 

for questioning key witnesses during the nationally televised hearings. Among other 

assignments on Capitol Hill, Ken also served as Chief Counsel to a bi-partisan Senate 

special investigative committee with Senator John McCain and as Chief Counsel to the 

House Steering and Policy Committee, where he directed policy initiatives on crime 

prevention and security, intelligence oversight and select national security matters for the 

U.S. House of Representatives. Ken received his J.D. with honors in 1980 from Columbia 

Law School, where he was an Editor of the Columbia Law Review. He is also an honors 

graduate of The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, obtaining a M.A. in 

International Affairs. He received his B.A. summa cum laude from Tufts University in 

1977. 

 

Peter Bergen 

 

Peter Bergen is a print and television journalist, and the author of Holy War, Inc.: Inside 

the Secret World of Osama bin Laden (2001), which has been translated into 18 

languages and The Osama bin Laden I Know: An Oral History of Al Qaeda’s Leader 

(2006). Both books were named among the best non-fiction books of the year by The 

Washington Post, and documentaries based on the books were nominated for Emmys in 

2002 and 2007. Mr. Bergen is a senior fellow at the New America Foundation, CNN’s 

national security analyst and a fellow at New York University’s Center on Law & 

Security. He has written for many publications including The New York Times, The 

Washington Post, Vanity Fair, The New Republic, Los Angeles Times, The Wall Street 

Journal, International Herald Tribune, The Atlantic, Foreign Affairs, Rolling Stone, The 

National Interest, TIME, Washington Monthly, The Nation, Mother Jones, Washington 

Times, The Times (UK), The Daily Telegraph (UK), and The Guardian (UK). He has also 

worked as a correspondent for National Geographic television, Discovery and CNN. He 

is a member of the editorial board of Studies in Conflict and Terrorism and has testified 

on Capitol Hill. In 2008 he was an Adjunct Lecturer at the Kennedy School of 

Government at Harvard University and he is an Adjunct Professor at the School of 

Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins University. Mr. Bergen holds a M.A in 

modern history from New College, Oxford University. 

 

Christopher Boucek 

 

Christopher Boucek is the author most recently of Saudi Arabia’s "Soft" 

Counterterrorism Strategy: Prevention, Rehabilitation, and Aftercare, and "The 

Counseling Program: Extremist Rehabilitation in Saudi Arabia," in Leaving Terrorism 
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Behind: Disengagement from Political Violence. Before joining the Carnegie 

Endowment, he was a postdoctoral researcher at Princeton University and lecturer in 

Politics at the Woodrow Wilson School. He is also an associate fellow at the Royal 

United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies. From 2003 to 2005, he was a 

security editor with Jane’s Information Group. 

 

Steve Clemons  

 

Steven Clemons directs the American Strategy Program at the New America Foundation, 

which aims to promote a new American internationalism that combines a tough-minded 

realism about America's interests in the world with a pragmatic idealism about the kind 

of world order best suited to America's democratic way of life. He is also a Senior Fellow 

at New America, and previously served as Executive Vice President. Publisher of the 

popular political blog The Washington Note, Mr. Clemons is a long-term policy 

practitioner and entrepreneur in Washington, D.C. He has served as Executive Vice 

President of the Economic Strategy Institute, Senior Policy Advisor on Economic and 

International Affairs to Senator Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) and was the first Executive 

Director of the Nixon Center.  

 

Prior to moving to Washington, Mr. Clemons served for seven years as Executive 

Director of the Japan America Society of Southern California, and co-founded with 

Chalmers Johnson the Japan Policy Research Institute, of which he is still Director. He is 

a Member of the Board of the Clarke Center at Dickinson College, a liberal arts college 

in Carlisle, Pa., as well as an Advisory Board Member of the C.V. Starr Center for the 

Study of the American Experience at Washington College in Chestertown, Md. He is also 

a Board Member of the Global Policy Innovations Program at the Carnegie Council on 

Ethics and International Affairs and a member of the board of the Citizens for Global 

Solutions Education Fund.  

 

Steve Coll 

 

Steve Coll is President & CEO of New America Foundation, and a staff writer at The 

New Yorker magazine. Previously he spent 20 years as a foreign correspondent and 

senior editor at The Washington Post, serving as the paper's managing editor from 1998 

to 2004. He is author six books, including The Deal of the Century: The Break Up of 

AT&T (1986); The Taking of Getty Oil (1987); Eagle on the Street, based on the Pulitzer 

Prize-winning account of the SEC's battle with Wall Street (with David A. Vise, 1991); 

On the Grand Trunk Road: A Journey into South Asia (1994), Ghost Wars: The Secret 

History of the CIA, Afghanistan and Bin Laden, from the Soviet Invasion to September 

10, 2001 (2004); and The Bin Ladens: An Arabian Family in the American Century 

(2008). 

 

Mr. Coll's professional awards include two Pulitzer Prizes. He won the first of these, for 

explanatory journalism, in 1990, for his series, with David A. Vise, about the SEC. His 

second was awarded in 2005, for his book, Ghost Wars, which also won the Council on 

Foreign Relations' Arthur Ross award; the Overseas Press Club award and the Lionel 

Gelber Prize for the best book published on international affairs during 2004. Other 

awards include the 1992 Livingston Award for outstanding foreign reporting; the 2000 
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Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Award for his coverage of the civil war in Sierra Leone; 

and a second Overseas Press Club Award for international magazine writing. Mr. Coll 

graduated Phi Beta Kappa, Cum Laude, from Occidental College in 1980 with a degree in 

English and history. He lives in Washington, D.C. 

 

C. Christine Fair 

 

C. Christine Fair is a senior political scientist with the RAND Corporation. She has 

served as a political officer to the United Nations Assistance Mission to Afghanistan in 

Kabul and as a senior research associate in USIP’s Center for Conflict Analysis and 

Prevention. Her publications include Treading on Hollowed Ground (Ed. with Sumit 

Ganguly) The Madrassah Challenge: Militancy and Religious Education in Pakistan 

((USIP, 2008), Suicide Attacks in Afghanistan-2001-2007, Fortifying Pakistan: The Role 

of U.S. Internal Security Assistance with Peter Chalk (USIP, 2006); Securing Tyrants or 

Fostering Reform? U.S. Internal Security Assistance to Repressive and Transitioning 

Regimes with Seth Jones et al. (RAND, 2006); The Counterterror Coalitions: 

Cooperation with Pakistan and India (RAND, 2004); Urban Battle Fields of South Asia: 

Lessons Learned from Sri Lanka, India and Pakistan (RAND, 2004) and has written 

numerous peer-reviewed articles covering a range of security issues in Afghanistan, 

Pakistan, India, Iran, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. She is a member of the International 

Institute of Strategic Studies, London and is the managing editor of India Review.  

 

Brian Fishman 

 

Brian Fishman is the Director of Research at the Combating Terrorism Center at West 

Point.  He has published on al-Qa`ida and al-Qa`ida in Iraq in the Washington Quarterly, 

the Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science and numerous edited 

volumes.  Fishman is a regular contributor to the CTC's Harmony Project, co-authored 

Al-Qa`ida’s Foreign Fighters in Iraq: A First Look at the Sinjar Records and edited 

Bombers, Bank Accounts, and Bleedout: al-Qa`ida's Road In and Out of Iraq.  Fishman 

sits on the editorial board of the CTC Sentinel.  Fishman has appeared in numerous 

national and international media outlets, including The New York Times, The 

Washington Post, PBS' Bill Moyers Journal, National Public Radio, Newsweek, NBC 

Nightly News, and Fox News. 

 

At West Point, Fishman has taught American Politics, the CTC's introductory terrorism 

class, and a semester-long seminar on al-Qa'ida in Iraq.  Before joining the CTC in 

2005, Fishman was the Foreign Affairs/Defense Legislative Assistant for 

Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey (CA-6).  He worked extensively on the Middle East 

peace process, proliferation issues, Chinese human rights, and landmine and UXO 

cleanup.  Fishman holds a Masters in International Affairs (MIA) from Columbia 

University and a B.A. from the University of California, Los Angeles. 

 

Karen Greenberg 

Karen Greenberg is the Executive Director of the Center on Law and Security and editor 

of the NYU Review of Law and Security, co-editor of the Center's newest publication, 

The Enemy Combatants Papers: American Justice, the Courts, and the War on Terror 
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(Cambridge University Press, August 2008), The Torture Papers: The Road to Abu 

Ghraib, and editor of the books Al Qaeda Now and The Torture Debate in America 

(Cambridge University Press).   

She previously taught courses in the European Studies Department at New York 

University. She is a former Vice-President of the Soros Foundation/Open Society 

Institute and the founding director of the Program in International Education.  Most 

recently she served as the co-chair to Governor Eliot Spitzer’s Homeland Security 

transition committee, where she advised the Governor-Elect, Lieutenant Governor-Elect 

and the transition team on the major challenges facing the state. She is a frequent writer 

and commentator on terrorism, international law, the war on terror, and detainee issues.  

Her work has been featured in The Los Angeles Times, The San Francisco Chronicle, The 

Nation, The American Prospect, and on major news channels.  She has served as a 

consultant to the National Endowment for the Humanities, the NY Council for the 

Humanities, the NYC Board of Education and USAID.  

Eliza Griswold 

 

Eliza Griswold is a writer who focuses on conflict, human rights, and religion. Her 

reportage and analyses have appeared in The New Yorker, The New York Times 

Magazine, Harper’s Magazine, and The New Republic, among other publications. She 

was a 2007 Nieman Fellow at Harvard University and is the recipient of the first Robert I. 

Friedman Award for international investigative reporting. Her first book of poems, 

Wideawake Field, was recently published by Farrar Straus and Giroux. 

 

As a fellow at the New America Foundation, Ms. Griswold pursues her interest in 

conflict, human rights, and religion. She is at work on her first nonfiction book, The 

Tenth Parallel, an examination of the meeting place between the Christian and Muslim 

worlds, which will also be published by Farrar Straus and Giroux. 

 

Mohammed Hafez 

 

Dr. Mohammed Hafez is an associate professor of national security affairs at the Naval 

Postgraduate School. He specializes in Islamic social movements, Middle Eastern 

politics, and terrorism. He is the author of Suicide Bombers in Iraq: The Strategy and 

Ideology of Martyrdom (United States Institute of Peace, 2007); Manufacturing Human 

Bombs: The Making of Palestinian Suicide Bombers (United States Institute of Peace, 

2006); and Why Muslims Rebel: Repression and Resistance in the Islamic World (Lynne 

Rienner, 2003). Dr. Hafez earned a Ph.D. in international relations from the London 

School of Economics (LSE) and is the recipient of major research grants from the United 

States Institute of Peace, Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, United States 

Information Agency, and Department of Homeland Security. Dr. Hafez regularly appears 

on the Jim Lehrer News Hour and National Public Radio. 

 

Thomas Hegghammer 

 

Thomas Hegghammer (M.A. & M.Phil. Oxford, Ph.D. Sciences-Po Paris) is a senior 

research fellow at the Norwegian Defence Research Establishment (FFI) in Oslo and a 
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visiting fellow at Harvard Kennedy School. Trained in Arabic and Middle East studies, 

Dr Hegghammer specialises in the study of violent Islamism, for which he has conducted 

extensive fieldwork in Saudi Arabia and elsewhere in the Muslim world. He is the author 

of two forthcoming monographs entitled Jihad in Arabia: The Paradox of Saudi Islamism 

(Cambridge University Press) and Godfather of Jihad: Abdallah Azzam and the Birth of 

the Arab Afghans (Cambridge University Press), and the co-author of Al-Qaida in its own 

Words (Harvard University Press, 2008). He has published widely on jihadism in journals 

such as International Affairs, the International Journal of Middle East Studies, the British 

Journal of Middle East Studies, the Middle East Journal, Studies in Conflict and 

Terrorism, and the Times Literary Supplement. He has also written about Saudi Arabia 

for the International Crisis Group and for Oxford Analytica. Dr Hegghammer has 

testified in parliamentary hearings on anti-terrorism legislation in Canada (2005) and 

Denmark (2006). He was a postdoctoral research fellow at Princeton University in 2007-

2008 and a visiting fellow at King’s College London in 2005-2006. 

 

Bruce Hoffman 

 

Professor Bruce Hoffman has been studying terrorism and insurgency for over thirty 

years.  He is currently a tenured professor in the Security Studies Program at Georgetown 

University’s Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, Washington, DC.  Professor 

Hoffman previously held the Corporate Chair in Counterterrorism and Counterinsurgency 

at the RAND Corporation and was also Director of RAND’s Washington, D.C. Office.  

Professor Hoffman was the Scholar-in-Residence for Counterterrorism at the Central 

Intelligence Agency between 2004 and 2006.  He was adviser on counterterrorism to the 

Office of National Security Affairs, Coalition Provisional Authority, Baghdad, Iraq 

during the spring of 2004 and from 2004-2005 was an adviser on counterinsurgency to 

the Strategy, Plans, and Analysis Office at Multi-National Forces-Iraq Headquarters, 

Baghdad.  Professor Hoffman was also an adviser to the Iraq Study Group. 

 

Professor Hoffman was the founding Director of the Centre for the Study of Terrorism 

and Political Violence at the University of St Andrews in Scotland, where he was also 

Reader in International Relations and Chairman of the Department of International 

Relations.  Professor Hoffman is Editor-in-Chief of Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, the 

leading scholarly journal in the field. A revised and updated edition of his acclaimed 

1998 book, Inside Terrorism, was published in May 2006 by Columbia University Press 

in the U.S. and S. Fischer Verlag in Germany.  Foreign language editions of the first 

edition have been published in ten countries.   

 

Seth Jones 

 

Seth G. Jones is a Political Scientist at RAND and an Adjunct Professor at Georgetown 

University’s Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service. He has focused on 

counterinsurgency and counterterrorism missions, especially U.S. operations in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan. He is the author of “In the Graveyard of Empires: America’s 

War in Afghanistan” (W.W. Norton, forthcoming), as well as “The Rise of European 

Security Cooperation” (Cambridge University Press, 2007). He has published a range of 

journal articles in International Security, The National Interest, Security Studies, Chicago 

Journal of International Law, International Affairs, and Survival, as well as such 
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newspapers and magazines as The New York Times, Newsweek, Financial Times, and 

International Herald Tribune. His most recent RAND publications include 

Counterinsurgency in Afghanistan (2008) and How Terrorist Groups End: Lessons for 

Countering Al Qa’ida (2008). He received his MA and PhD from the University of 

Chicago. 

 

Daniel Kimmage 

 

Daniel Kimmage received his undergraduate education at the State University of New 

York at Binghamton and earned an M.A. in Russian and Islamic history from Cornell 

University. From 1997-2001, Kimmage lived in St. Petersburg, Russia, where he was the 

English-language editor of the quarterly journal Manuscripta Orientalia at the Institute of 

Oriental Studies. From 2003 to 2008, Kimmage was a regional analyst at Radio Free 

Europe/Radio Liberty, where he co-authored Iraqi Insurgent Media: The War of Images 

and Ideas and authored The Al-Qaeda Media Nexus, which detailed the media branding 

and distribution strategies of Al-Qaeda and affiliated movements. His work on jihadist 

media has appeared in The New York Times, The New Republic, Foreign Policy and 

Slate. He is currently an independent consultant based in Washington, DC. 

 

Philip Mudd 

 

Philip Mudd is Associate Executive Assistant Director, National Security Branch, Federal 

Bureau of Investigation.  Mr. Mudd was appointed to this position by Director Mueller on 

August 12, 2005. Prior to his arrival at the FBI, Mr. Mudd served as Deputy Director of 

the DCI Counter Terrorism Center (CTC), a position he was appointed to in December 

2003. In his capacity as the Deputy Director, CTC, Mr. Mudd was responsible for 

overseeing operational, analytical, and support programs in the Center. Mr. Mudd joined 

the CIA in 1985 as a leadership analyst responsible for South Asian issues and continued 

as a political analyst specializing in South Asia until the early 1990s. He first shifted to 

work at CTC during 1992-1995, focusing largely on terrorism in the Middle East in 

general, with an emphasis on Iranian state-sponsored terrorism. He later joined that 

National Intelligence Council for a tour as Deputy National Intelligence Officer for Near 

East and South Asian issues. Mr. Mudd worked as the Executive Assistant to the 

Associate Deputy Director for Intelligence in 1998-1999 and then spent two years as 

chief of CIA's analytic group directed against Iraq. From February 2001 to January 2002, 

he was the Director for Gulf Affairs Near East and North African Affairs at the National 

Security Council. He then returned to become the Deputy Director of the Office of 

Terrorism Analysis, the analytic arm of the CTC. Mr. Mudd was presented the Director's 

Award in July 2004 for his leadership, extraordinary fidelity, and essential service by the 

Director of Central Intelligence. In November 2002, Mr. Mudd received the William L. 

Langer Award for his deep substantive expertise and outstanding talents as a leader. Mr. 

Mudd has also received the CIA's Distinguished Intelligence Medal and the George H. 

W. Bush Award for Excellence in Counterterrorism. 

 

Nir Rosen 

 

Nir Rosen is a journalist who has written extensively on American policy toward 

Afghanistan and Iraq. He spent more than two years in Iraq reporting on the American 
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occupation, the relationship between Americans and Iraqis, the development of postwar 

Iraqi religious and political movements, interethnic and sectarian relations, and the Iraqi 

civil war. His reporting and research also focused on the origins and development of 

Islamist resistance, insurgency, and terrorist organizations. Mr. Rosen covered the 

elections in Afghanistan and the differences between the American presence in 

Afghanistan and Iraq. He has also reported from Somalia, where he investigated Islamist 

movements; Jordan, where he investigated the origins and future of the Zarqawi 

movement; and Pakistan, where he investigated the madrassas and pro-Taliban 

movements. Mr. Rosen’s book on postwar Iraq, In the Belly of the Green Bird: The 

Triumph of the Martyrs in Iraq, was published by Free Press in 2006. He has written for 

The Atlantic Monthly, The New York Times Magazine, The New Yorker, Harper’s 

Magazine, The New Republic, Boston Review, Time, Mother Jones, and World Policy 

Journal. 

 

Marc Sageman 

 

Marc Sageman is an independent researcher on terrorism and the founder of Sageman 

Consulting, LLC.  He is the New York Police Department’s first “scholar in residence” 

and an adjunct associate professor at the School for International and Public Affairs at 

Columbia University. He holds various academic positions at the George Washington 

University, the University of Maryland and national think tanks, like the Foreign Policy 

Research Institute, the Center for Strategic and International Studies, and the Homeland 

Security Policy Institute.   He is director of research at ARTIS and a consultant for RTI 

International. After graduating from Harvard, he obtained an M.D. and a Ph.D. in 

sociology from New York University.  After a tour as a flight surgeon in the U.S. Navy, 

he joined the Central Intelligence Agency in 1984.  He spent a year on the Afghan Task 

Force then went to Islamabad from 1987 to 1989, where he ran the U.S. unilateral 

programs with the Afghan Mujahedin, and New Delhi from 1989 to 1991.  In 1991, he 

resigned from the Agency to return to medicine.  He completed a residency in psychiatry 

at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania.  Since 1994, he has been in the private 

practice of forensic and clinical psychiatry. As an expert on al Qaeda and related terrorist 

organizations, he has consulted with various branches of the U.S. government, including 

the National Security Council, the Department of Defense, the Combatant Commanders, 

the National Laboratories, the Department of Homeland Security, various agencies in the 

U.S. Intelligence Community, the U.S. Secret Service, the New York Police Department 

and various other law enforcement agencies. He is the author of two books, 

Understanding Terror Networks (2004) and Leaderless Jihad (2007).   

 

Michael Sheehan 

 

Michael A. Sheehan is the President of Lexington Security Group, an international 

security consultancy.  Prior to this, he had a 30 year career of distinguished public 

service.  Sheehan graduated from West Point in 1977 and served as an officer in the 

Infantry and Special Forces.  He had numerous overseas assignments; as a commander of 

a counter terrorism unit in Panama, as a counter insurgency advisor in El Salvador, as an 

Infantry company commander in Korea, and on peacekeeping duty in Somalia and Haiti.  

Also while on active duty, he served in the White House on the National Security Council 

staff for Presidents George H.W. Bush and William Jefferson Clinton.   
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In 1998, he was appointed Coordinator for Counter Terrorism at the U.S. Department of 

State and was confirmed by the US Senate as Ambassador at Large for this position in 

1999.  Following an assignment as Assistant Secretary General at the UN in the 

Department of Peacekeeping Operations (2001 to 2003), Sheehan served as Deputy 

Commissioner of Counter Terrorism for the New York City Police Department until May 

of 2006. Sheehan has a Masters Degrees from the Georgetown University School of 

Foreign Service and the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College.  He is currently 

a partner in Torch Hill Investment Partners, a private equity group in New York City that 

specializes in the defense, intelligence and security sectors.  He is also a terrorism analyst 

for NBC News and is a fellow at the NYU Center on Law and Security and at West 

Point’s Combating Terrorism Center. 

 

Michael Silber 

 

Mitch serves as the Director of both the NYPD Intelligence Division’s Analytic and 

Cyber Units.  Previously, he served on the strategic staff for the Deputy and Assistant 

Commissioners of Intelligence. There, he was responsible for strategic threat assessments 

for the Intelligence Division as well as for developing and maintaining relationships with 

foreign police and intelligence agencies.  Mitch is the co-author of the NYPD report - 

Radicalization in the West: The Homegrown Threat.  He has presented on behalf of the 

NYPD at the White House, National Security Council, CIA, FBI, National 

Counterterrorism Center and testified before the U.S. Senate.  This fall of 2008, Mitch is 

teaching a course on Modern Urban Counterterrorism at Columbia University’s School of 

International and Public Affairs with Dr Marc Sageman 

 

Prior to joining the NYPD in 2005, Mitch completed Columbia University's Masters 

Program in International Affairs where he specialized in Middle East studies, with a 

concentration on Saudi Arabia.  While there, he led a team in analyzing Saudi Arabia's 

new laws and regulations impacting terrorist financing for the Council on Foreign 

Relations' Independent Task Force on Terrorist Financing. Before earning his Masters 

Degree at Columbia, Mitch spent nine years in corporate finance as a partner at The 

Carson Group and as a principal at Evolution Capital, LLC. 

 

Mitch is the co-author of a forthcoming book on Saudi Arabia, Inside the Kingdom: 

Saudi Arabia's People, its Politics and its Future, to be published by the American 

Enterprise Institute in late 2008.  

 

Frances Fragos Townsend 

 

Frances Fragos Townsend served as Assistant to President George W. Bush for 

Homeland Security and Counterterrorism and chaired the Homeland Security Council 

from May 2004 until January 2008.  She previously served as Deputy Assistant to the 

President and Deputy National Security Advisor for Combating Terrorism from May 

2003 to May 2004. Ms. Townsend is currently providing consulting services and advice 

to corporate entities on Global Strategic Engagement and Risk as well as Crisis and 

Contingency planning.  Ms. Townsend is a contributor for CNN and has regularly 

appeared on network and cable television as a counterterrorism, national and homeland 
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security expert. She has received numerous awards for her public service 

accomplishments. Ms. Townsend is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and 

serves on the President’s Intelligence Advisory Board.  

 

Ms. Townsend came to the White House from the U. S. Coast Guard, where she had 

served as the first Assistant Commandant for Intelligence. Prior to that, Ms. Townsend 

spent 13 years at the U. S. Department of Justice under the administrations of President 

H.W. Bush, President Bill Clinton and President George W. Bush.  She served in a 

variety of senior positions including as Counsel to the Attorney General for Intelligence 

Policy. Ms. Townsend began her prosecutorial career in 1985, serving as an Assistant 

District Attorney in Brooklyn, New York. After three years of study, Ms. Townsend 

graduated cum laude from the American University in 1982 where she received a B.A. in 

Political Science and a B.S. in Psychology. Ms. Townsend received her J.D. from the 

University of San Diego School of Law in 1984. In 1986, she attended the Institute on 

International and Comparative Law in London, England.  In 2001, she attended the 

Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University where she participated in the 

Senior Managers in Government course.  Ms. Townsend has taught trial advocacy at 

Harvard Law School and Pace University Law School. 

 

Lawrence Wright 

 

Lawrence Wright is the author of seven books, the most recent being The Looming 

Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11, for which he won a Pulitzer Prize. Since 1992 he 

has been a staff writer for The New Yorker magazine. He is also a playwright and a 

screenwriter. His one-man show, "My Trip to Al-Qaeda" played for six weeks in New 

York and five sold-out nights at the Kennedy Center in Washington. He was the co-writer 

of the 1992 film "The Siege," starring Denzel Washington. He is currently writing a 

script for director Ridley Scott. 

 


