CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2007—08 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2368

Introduced by Assembly Member Fuentes

February 21, 2008

An act to amend Sections 11155 and 11155.1 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, relating to public social services.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2368, as introduced, Fuentes. CalWORKSs eligibility: asset limits:
motor vehicles.

Existing federal law provides for allocation of federal funds through
the federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block
grant program to eligible states, with California’s version of this program
being known as the California Work Opportunity and Responsibility
to Kids (CalWORKS) program.

Existing law provides for the CalWORKSs program, under which each
county provides cash assistance and other benefits to qualified
low-income families and individuals who meet specified eligibility
criteria.

Existing law continually appropriates money from the General Fund
to pay for a share of aid grant costs under the CalWORKSs program.

Existing law imposes limits on the amount of income and personal
and real property an individual or family may possess in order to be
eligible for aid under the CalWORKSs program, including the value of
a licensed motor vehicle, as specified.

This bill would delete existing requirements for assessing the value
of a motor vehicle for purposes of CalWORKSs program eligibility. The
bill instead would exclude the value of a licensed motor vehicle from
consideration when determining or redetermining CalWORKSs eligibility.
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By increasing the duties of counties administering the CalWORKSs
program, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The bill would declare that no appropriation would be made for
purposes of the bill pursuant to the provision continuously appropriating
funds for the CalWORKSs program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 11155 of the Welfare and Institutions
2 Code is amended to read:
3 11155. (a) Notwithstanding Section 11257, in addition to the
4 personal property or resources permitted by other provisions of
5 this part, and to the extent permitted by federal law, an applicant
6 or recipient for aid under this chapter including an applicant or
7 recipient under Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 11200) may
8 retain countable resources in an amount equal to the amount
9 permitted under federal law for qualification for food stamps.
10 (b) The county shall determine the value of exempt personal
11 property other than motor vehicles in conformance with methods
12 established under the Food Stamp Program.
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(c) Thevalue of a licensed motor vehicle shall be excluded from
consideration as property when determining and redetermining
eligibility.
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(d) The value of any unlicensed vehicle shall be the fair market

value less encumbrances,—unless—an—exemption—apphies—under

SEC. 2. Section 11155.1 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
is amended to read:

11155.1. (a) Notwithstanding Sections 11155 and 11257, the
department shall seek any federal approvals necessary to conduct
a demonstration program increasing the value of personal property
that may be retained by a recipient of aid under Chapter 2
(commencmg Wlth Sectlon 11200) to two thousand dollars ($2 000)

forﬁhousaﬁd—fwe—huﬂdred-d&lars—%ee) The mcreased property

limits shall not apply to applicants.

(b) This section shall be implemented only if the director
executes a declaration, that shall be retained by the director, stating
that federal approval for the implementation of this section has
been obtained and specifying the duration of that approval.

SEC. 3. No appropriation pursuant to Section 15200 of the
Welfare and Institutions Code shall be made for purposes of this
section.

SEC. 4. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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