
States & the Green 
Triangle

Energy Solutions that Stimulate the Economy



Create Jobs

$

Save Energy, CO2, and 
Pollution

Help Struggling 
Families

$



Every $1 invested in efficiency returns $2 to CA

Since the 1970’s CA efficiency has created 1.5 million 
jobs, generating $45 B in earnings and $56 B in 

savings.

Average CA resident uses 40 percent less electricity 

Efficiency is a Social Investment

Average CA resident uses 40 percent less electricity 
than average American and emits half the CO2.

State energy efficiency programs save the average CA 
family $1000 in energy costs/year



bcap-energy.org



ACEEE 2008 State Efficiency Scorecard

ACEEE.ORG



Aggressive Steps:

Montana adopting 2009 building standards

Michigan set goal of reducing use of fossil fuels for 
electricity 45 % by 2020 through energy efficiency 

and renewables to create jobs.  and renewables to create jobs.  



Shifting Paradigm: Public vs Private Infrastructure



HOMES are an opportunity

Low and moderate income households feel burden

NEADA survey



Stimulus provides: $6.2 billion for weatherization, 
$15000 tax credit for homebuyers. 

Weatherizing creates 52 jobs for every $1 million spent

Makes easier for households to pay mortgage or rent

We could do better.... 



Instead of a $15,000 tax break...
Give a $15,000 loan to bring home to 2009 

IECC
0 interest reduces interest on whole mortgage

Improved efficiency makes mortgage payment certai

Home investments create construction jobs now

Government -backed loans are 
cheap...
...MUCH cheaper than tax cuts

Require retrofit within 2 years of purchase



Gasoline



Borenstein’s Gas Tax

Severin Borenstein UCB/UCEI



State Revenues

Severin Borenstein UCB/UCEI



The Poor Already Pay More



Big
Disparities

See: 
www.next10.org



or $959 (if gas is $3.00 a 
gallon)

30mpg CARS are an opportunity

Average household will save 353 gallons of gas/year

6883 pounds of CO2

pollution



How?

Crusher Credits

Very low interest loans

Adapt program to local needs

Also addresses disparities in lending 
and selling autos to the poor



TRAFFIC is another opportunity



Possibilities

Reward people who leave cars home with vouchers

Encourage flexible profitable transit--carpools, vanpools

Possible to carpool with cellphone, gps, facebook?

What if WalMart, other big boxes ran employee 
vanpools?

Informal taxis, zipcars, employer or development shared 
cars?



Smart Meters Enable Smart Grids

Massoud Amin/Scientific 
American



...Enable Smart Appliances and Industries

Plug in cars Recycled energy from industry 
and farms

Solar panels/solar 
water heaters Furnaces or coolers 

that generate or 
store powerstore power

Put renewable 
energy to work



... And Empower Citizens

Lisa Margonelli
margonelli@newamerica.net


